
 
Ben Leech, Executive Director 
Preservation Action Council of San Jose 
ben@preservation.org  
 
Dear Mr Leech, 
 
My name is Keith Ball and I am a board member of the trail advocacy group Save Our Trails. 
We have started a committee to advocate for the saving of the Coyote Creek Trestle originally 
built by Western Pacific. It is the last historic railroad trestle in San Jose and is located very 
close to Kelly Park, near the intersection of Story and Senter.  
 
We at Save Our Trails are trail advocates, not historians.  Though we have been trying to make 
a historic case for the trestle as well as a trail case, we could use some actual historian support 
on our project. We are hoping that your organization would be willing to write a letter to the 
Historic Landmark Commission and the City Council on the historical value of saving the 
Western Pacific’s Coyote Creek Trestle. We would need your letter sent before The Historic 
Landmark Commission meeting on the Five Wounds Trail Plan, including the Coyote Creek 
Trestle, on March 4, 2026. Please send your letter to Dana Peak, Historic Preservation Officer: 
Dana.Peak@sanjoseca.gov.  
 
The city is building the new Five Wounds Trail, which will connect the Coyote Creek Trail and 
another trail in planning, the Three Creeks trail.  Because the trestle has been determined to 
require significant reinforcement, the parks department trail team is considering tearing down 
the trestle and replacing it with a modern bridge.  The consultants who did the evaluation 
considered a third option, which turns out to be faster and cheaper to get the trail completed. 
This option will leave the trestle in place, with some minor repairs to stabilize it, and build the 
modern bridge near the trestle. 
 
We at Save Our Trails believe this 3rd approach leaves the city with a significantly easier 
solution for a bridge, no demolition required, and allows us to have the Western Pacific trestle 
over Coyote Creek saved and maintained (though not usable as a crossing for the creek). The 
City of San Jose maintains a Five Wounds trail page with links to all relevant city documents, 
including the trestle’s consultant’s report.​
 
We would greatly appreciate any help you and your team could contribute to this effort to save 
the trestle. A letter to the Historic Landmark Commission and the City Council supporting the 
saving of what we believe is a historic landmark of our city’s earlier commercial infrastructure, 
would be a significant help to us. 
 
Best Regards 
Keith Ball 
fivewoundstrestle@saveourtrails-scc.org  
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