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Possible projects
for Save Our Trails

a presentation by Larry Ames, 1/19/26
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Five 
Wounds

Trail

Los Gatos
Creek Trail

Guadalupe
River
Trail

Three
Creeks
Trail

Kelley
Park

Coyote
Creek
Trail

the planned & built
trails in central SJ

(“Coyote
Meadows”)
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Lexington

Vasona

Perc. ponds

Los Gatos

Campbell

Willow Glen

Downtown
Confluence 

Park

14 miles long

Meridian/Lincoln gap

last-mile gap
Los Gatos Creek Trail
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Three Creeks Trail

Los Gatos Creek Trail’s 
remaining challenges
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Three Creeks Trail

the current route

busy!
narrow!
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Three Creeks Trail

Bridge to Willow?

need an easement to 
cross a parking lot

reconfigure
traffic signal?

bridge
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Three Creeks Trail

path on Meridian?

reconfigure
traffic signal?

widen sidewalk or 
buffered bikelanes?

undercrossing?
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Three Creeks Trail

connect to Avis?

under
Meridian

on SCVWD 
land

on SCVWD 
land

PG&E

acquire an
easement

already
planned

reconfigure
signal
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Coyote 
Creek 
Trestle

Five 
Wounds

Trail

(site of
Willow Glen 

Trestle)

Los Gatos
Creek Trail

Guadalupe
River
Trail

Three
Creeks
Trail

Kelley
Park

Coyote
Creek
Trail

Also: the Coyote Creek Trail 
at Five Wounds / 3 Creeks

(“Coyote
Meadows”)
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remember
the now-demolished
Willow Glen Trestle?
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we tried 
to save 

it…

11
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… unsuccessfully;
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it’s now been 
replaced with a 

perfectly 
adequate (and 
boring) bridge.
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(see book 
for details.)
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The Coyote Creek Trail at the 
junction with the Five Wounds 

and 3 Creeks Trails
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The Coyote 
Creek Trestle is
the last trestle 

in San José.
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Coyote Creek Trestle

Willow Glen Trestle

It also is 
historic.

It also is 
threatened.

W
.P

.

S.
P.

(Map dated 1927)
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Three options:

Option 1: Fully retrofit the existing 
trestle bridge for multi-purpose trail 
use.

Option 2: Demolish the trestle and 
construct a new single-span steel 
bridge. 

Option 3: Minor fixes to the existing 
trestle for collapse prevention, and 
construct a new single-span steel 
bridge alongside it.

new 4x8” 
boards

new brackets 
& bolts

It’d be like building
a whole new steel bridge

within the existing trestle.

City is evaluating 
3 trestle options:

add concrete 
slabs as deck 

for trail

But then have 
to reinforce 
trestle to 
survive 

earthquakes.

significant 
impacts to the 

historic 
character of 
the trestle.

trestle is 
closed to the 

public: 
trail crosses on 
a new bridge.

minimal 
impacts to the 

historic 
character of 
the trestle.

City favors #2; 
we want #3.

#3: Stabilize

#1: Retrofit

Link to reports: https://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/3038/2058
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approx. 
top-of-bank

approx. 
top-of-bank

approx. 
toe of landfill

connector
trail

new
bridge

old
trestle

fence

L. Ames, 
10/2/25

north

There’s lots of room to leave 
the trestle in place and 

bypass it with a new bridge.

Faster: no demolition.
Cheaper: shorter span.

(temporary
storage)
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(staging area 
for nearby 

construction 
project)
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trestle

new 
bridge

It is an 
important 

trail 
connection.

Coyote 
Creek 
Trail

Five 
Wounds 

Trail

Three
Creeks
Trail
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Trestle is historic:
The city-hired consultant team determined that “the Coyote Creek Trestle 
appears to be individually eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) and California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR), 
and as a San Jose City Landmark.”
 
Their report says they “reviewed three alternatives for the proposed work at the 
Coyote Creek Trestle, an eligible historic resource. Alternative 1 [retrofit and 
adapt] was found to be partially complaint with the [the Secretary of the 
Interior’s] Standards [for the Treatment of Historic Properties]; Alternative 2 
[replace] was found to not be compliant with the Standards; and Alternative 3 
[stabilize and parallel] was found to be in full compliance with the Standards.”
 

Trestle is sturdy:
City report’s “Structural Evaluation” says “The Coyote Creek Trestle is built 
with, generally, high-quality piles and timbers. With some repairs and limited 
replacement of members, the trestle can provide service … for decades with 
minimal maintenance.”  
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Coyote Creek Trestle & the 100-year flood
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Mar. 30, 2015 view from Story at Senter, Feb. 21, 2017
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Details of the
Coyote Creek Trestle

Some of the sashes and braces need replacing.
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Option 1:
fix & use

Option 3:
stabilize & bypass

Option 2:
demolish & replace

construction time
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approx. 

top-of-bank

approx. 
top-of-bank

approx. 
toe of landfill

connector
trail

new
bridge

old
trestle

fence

L. Ames, 
10/2/25

north

It can be 
saved!

It is worth 
saving!
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Thank you!
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